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                    ELING WILD CHURCH YARD 

           St Mary the Virgin with Eco Eling 

SANCTUARY Church creating with ELING Community 
The 1000 year old church of St Mary the Virgin on Eling Hill is opening its doors (when able!) and offering its grounds to the community of Eling to create a 

sanctuary for wildlife and a place of renewal and wellbeing. We have, this year, created a partnership between the church and the Eco Eling group and now 

we will take practical steps to make our dreams into realities. We will take advantage of Covid 19 shutdown to plan, organise and record – we don’t know 

when we will be able to do any practical work and community activities seem a long way off – meanwhile, the wild churchyard will look after itself very 

well. It will look after us as well, giving hope for the future and wellbeing in the present. 

St Mary’s is committed to become an Eco Church https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/. As a part of this project we commit to managing our church grounds 

for the benefit of wildlife conservation and renewal with a big emphasis on community involvement.  

Pages 2 to 4 set out what we need to do to become achieve gold standard in this area.  

Eco Eling is a new organisation born on Eling Hill and reaching out into the community of Eling and Totton. Its aims are our aims and we shall form a 

creative partnership to be a positive force for change in our community, promoting good environmental and lifestyle practice and working to do what we 

can to mitigate the ravages of the climate, pollution and extinction crises. 

 

This is your packet of seeds. Take them, plant them, help them grow. 

 

Best Wishes, 

Graham 

Graham Norman, St Mary’s Church, Eling Hill. greydogstar15@gmail.com    tel: 07547174524 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
mailto:greydogstar15@gmail.com
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 Wildflower meadow. This is the area between the yew trees near the church and the point where the land dips down into nettles and brambles 

(shown in yellow). It is currently maintained by Totton and Eling Town Council and has been kept close mown by strimming. There has been one cut 

this year in April. T&ETC have been instructed to stop strimming in this area – strimming and mowing will continue at the front of the church until we 

decide how to treat this area. 

The wildflower area will be left to grow naturally this year so that we can see what happens and which plants emerge. We will review in the autumn  and 

decide the next steps which could be: 

▪ Mowing a labyrinth path and marking it with bulb planting. 

▪ Annual maintenance cut of the grass. 

▪ Appropriate trimming and removal of brambles and ivy on monuments (protocol needed) 

 Sensory/ herb garden. At present this is a concept only and we need develop a plan and get any permissions that we need. The broad idea is to 

have an area, possibly with raised beds, to plant with herbs, scented and tactile plants that would give pleasure to people with visual impairments 

and be accessible to people with reduced mobility. We will develop the plan this spring and summer with a view to construction this autumn and 

winter. We will ask for advice and donations from local garden centres. 

 Bulb planting. We would like to see spring, summer and winter bulbs planted throughout this area (e.g. snowdrops, narcissi, crocus, anemone, 

autumn crocus). We could seek advice and donations from local horticulturalists and allotment societies for this project. 

 Bat Boxes. We should explore the possibility of bat boxes and other enticements to bats. Consultation with the appropriate experts and 

authorities. They are essential in churchyards! The Eco church project will involve solar panels on the roofs, and this might be the right route to 

achieve a bat friendly church. We could, in preparation for this, do a bat survey and research this as an education project. 

 Nesting boxes. We have a range of things to do here: 

▪ identify which birds we want to attract to nest (1swifts, owls, little brown birds etc.) 

▪ take advice from experts on design and location.  

▪ build boxes and set them up. 

▪ Set up a recording and monitoring scheme. 

This is a project that could be undertaken initially ‘on paper’ and rolled out in the autumn and winter ready for nesting season 2021. 

 
1 Helen Bartlett of Hampshire Swifts has been working with St Mary’s to set up swift boxes in the church tower. 
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 Insect hotels – this is an easy and rewarding project. Some should be easily accessible for children and less able-bodied. Encouraging habitats for 

insects is an essential part of the project as insects are so important as pollinators and as part of the food chain.  Recording, educating and 

encouraging creativity will be at the heart of this. Do not forget butterflies and moths. 

 Beehives – bees have a special relationship with humans because they give us honey. The plan is to link up with local beekeepers and provide a site for 

some beehives. We would want to have a project that included education of children, adult learning about bees and beekeeping, including hands on 

experience (with protection) and, of course, honey to eat and sell to raise funds. 

 Brambles and nettles are good for all sorts of wildlife. They are also invasive and inhibit human access and development of more sensitive plants. 

We need to do some careful control and make it fun with healthy slashing activities, bonfires and nursing stations for the wounded. Appropriate risk 

assessments will be made, and health and safety requirements observed. Tools and humans are the main danger. 

   Labyrinth Meditation Path. Mapping and cutting the labyrinth path is a wonderful activity for children and adults to take part in. It will be a 

meandering, desire led path, found, rather than designed. 

    Bark Paths to give access to the wild bank for maintenance and activities. There could be log stool circles for children, a bird hide, and a night 

observer hide. 

 Wedding Arbour/ reading seat and library. A concept at present that needs a design team for development, planning and funding.  

Tree Sculpture is an idea to carve the stump of the dead Strawberry Tree by the north entrance to the church into a living tree of life with birds. 

Insects and animals. Indecipherable gravestones could be used to symbolically memorialise recently extinct British species (last 60 years) 

 As the scheme develops, we will need to set up information signs and interpretation boards. We need a design group to design boards, write and 

illustrate content, recommend locations and find funding. 
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Looking up from the public 

footpath to Goatee Beach 

The Lime trees overlooking 

Eling Hill 
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